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10 Q.
i A, Soviet Arosps 1o Germany gener ally receivs a 457-zram sar (round, standard com- {
: mercial pack) of fish or .Mea.; tha 4ypas of mcat may vary, but the fish is aliways
“hie zame oviz, crarse, tasieless item,
2e Qe Are inese itnwe 1mperted from 4the USSRT
A, {65, Als. Lmoried 4 East Germany from tue USSR {for wencpe) are grain (milled
in Cormaiy;, ,_Lm (i:ar:’-.iack), regenves of weat Aand fish, and iasre (buckwheat),
Ze Qe fth tattallon or regimenti
Ao b tu* +hls is e spenial case in that m
37~rn unit, and the Lattery ls dirsctly under regiment, There 1s no batiallon
vetwean, A battery of 85~mm weapons has un2 Hav,m onmreplment organization,
and would ress with the vattaiione
4o Q. How waz +the repiment wase set up?
A The regiment by itzelf had abont 430 men, but a agheol waa atiached, thus our
strength wag cloge to 500, The re%_.ment had six full time cooksz, The officers! 25X1
ness had two waltresses, and 1C KPVs were gent up {rom the uri%s,
Do We How is %he focd prepared?
25X1 “ ’ prepa
A. Ir garrison, enlisted men's food 13 prepared in large pois and keutles, The re~-
tionz are provided in kind tc the kitchen for eaeh man tc b: cervel,
6. Q. 1s there a8 difference in offisers® and enlicted men's masses?
A, Yec. Officers receive mueh vetier foocd, It ig tetter prepares, of hotier qualisy,

and of more assortment, There is ome gook azsigned to prerare "f:ﬁ fo‘r' 3““‘cc1~-
only; his eg .ﬁyme":t eonaiszts of 2malil potis, ’\““1 cers Teraivd & @ niar
r&f,i)u ~ 1,500 maws of sughyy UO\. grams O wookiez, 1,700 zrans ’.k_a- o
{igh, 1,200 I’I‘B.:h" {pnik) cereal, Sine2 1953, the offleers tave peid i, 50 Rast
Gevman marks mml‘ly for exira supply ruilons, whieh are new delivered to messes.
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tc 1950, officers had ration cards which authorized them to purchase ad-

rior
itioral food retions from ccmmissaries, Retion ecards are ciill authorized for

Pri
dit

" special troops (Secret Police, pilots of jet airerafi, and high ranking officers

with families), They have a tlue card, and it alicws them a large saving {eg, a
¥ilo of butter on the eivilien market costs iz Zast German marks; with the blue
card it costs three Fast German marks, For 40 East German marks monthly they
supplement thelr normel rations %o a large degrea,

How are the Soviet Army cooks selected and irained?

Men who have had cooking experience in eivilian life in cafes, etc, are pleked as
cookg, A cingle MOS number is assign>d to all the various Jobs in the food gervice
field, Their military training in cooking consists of on-the=-job iraining.

How is bread obtained?

< ;& s
bakery), Flour is isaued to unit messes only cu holidays (such eg May 1, November

7, eta),

Wha* paztries are eaten? Where cbtained?

Ne pastries are served to trecps, only plain cockies, To issue cakes end cther
pastry items would be apoiling the troops,

"hat iz the mess sebup in thne field?

A trdck-drawn teailer with four or five pots, firebey and capable of bturning wood
or coal, is used (approximately one trailer per 142 men), This eqlipment can cook
faod or the move, Two pota are used for soup, one for hot water for washing
dishes, ete. Another model kitchen trailer has only ome large pot, In ecolumn
movement, lead troops are fed first; atter completion of mess, the tralier drope
back in the columm *c feed ancther group; and thia process is continued until the
column is fed,

What retions are Jed in the rield?

Twe liters of gsoup daily per mAn (sometires 200 grems of kacha, or meat or figh),
and 300 gramz cf bread 8311y (200 grams for breakfast, ard 300 grams each for
dinner and supper),

W.at mess equipment items do the officers and eniiszted men have In fleld?

EZnlisted men have meat can, mess utensils, large spoon fov goup {apoon carried in

boot); officers eet in iim rield from tin plates and the usual uiernzila. At mess
time, the plates and utengils are brought, to the officers'! field mess slong with
the food. After mees, the plates are plcked up and wasked in irna kitehar, Troops
ir forward areas eat @oup from the thermsl foc3 eontairer {caracity: adout 50
lters) from wrich about 20 o 25 men are fed,

Does the Soviet frmy use & master mem?

Not exastly; the Chief of the food Service Sesticn at regiment preperes memis for
5 to 10 days in advarce, a copy of which la forwsrded tc subordirate units as well
as the varehouss, The meru alds the worehcuse in determining what rations wili be
draw;;; the items on the memu ave determined in part bty those items avaiiable in the
werehouss,

Does the Soviet Army isgue & sook's mamal, or recipe mamual?

I belleve that the Chief of the Food Service Sectior at regimeni uses a recipe book
to draw up the 5 to 10-day menu, Wher the 5 to 10-day momu 1s sent down from regi-
zent, a 1ist of the ingredients, and the method of Frevaraticn ic also tranemitted
with the wam, This is done with each mem group,

How are ration allowances granted? How is ration strangth determined?

A delly strength report (similer to the US morning report) is used as a basiz for
ration strengtk, .

ANDF £ Iss S 58 ete,
CLOTHING QOIGEAR (Issues, teriffs, ete,) 25%1

and how were

A sergeant lines up s group of new mem, and tells each what size clothing he will
wear., The size system for the Soviet Arvmy is based on the following: eclothing

sizes run 1, 2,,3, 4, 5, and 6, aseord to_the height of the individual (size 1
is very small, and size 6 é;c% largeet), The scu said he wore a size 4; his 25X%1
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height was 1&C c¢m (about 5'11"), Sizes varied ebout 5 om, Thus, somparative sizes
would approximate the following:

Size 1 equals approximately 5'5Y

Size 2 equals approximately 516" o 1M
Size 3 equals approximately 5t&" tc 519n
Size 4 equals approximately 5111% )

Size 5 equals approximately 6! to 6!'1"
Size 6 eguals approximately 6'2" and over

Sizes 3, 4, and 5 constitute 70% of all clctaing issued to members of the Soviet

®

For each size as shown above, there are three widths - narrow, medium, and broad
and, of ccurse, each larger size in height also increases & 1litiie in wldth, Hat
slzes run according tc civilian ecustom (sizes 55, 56, 57, etz,)

Boot sizes algo run in a system similar to that of clothing. The Soviet Army does
not use the usual European shoe size system, but mmbers according to the length
and width cof the shoe, Inside the boot, a numbering symbol is stamped (P=3-111)
which indicates the length, the width, and whether it is narrov, medium or broad.
Under the arch of the shoe, the usual Zuropear number is stamped,

A soldier keeps a record of his clothirg and boot sizes in a soldier's book which
he carries at all times,

What is the life of the varicus items of issus in the Soviet Army?

Boots - 8 months; two pairs underwear - 12 months; surmer unifcrm - 6 _onths ; over=-
coat ~ 3 years; officers' items: trousars and breeches - 2 years; jacket ~ 2 years;
sumer uniform - 1 season (6 months); boots - 2 vears (includes 1 pair chrome lea-
ther boots, and 2 pair other bootsg).

How often are bocts resoled, eto?

The unit commander iz reeponsible for a regular inapection of his men's footwear
items; these are resoled and reheeied sbout every aix mentha,

Doee the Scviet Army have shoe repair units?

Boot repulr items (soles, keels, eta) are sent o regiment with footwear 1lssue=.
Regiment has ai least one man with a mechanleel atitching machine tc repair shoes;
fraguently, a man with shoe repair experience in the unit will be deta’lad to the
regimertal shoe repair shop tc aid in the repair of boote from his unit, Very

rerely are repair items gent beyond regiment, as 1t ir improbdadle thet they would te .

seiurned and, if 20, 1t might not be the same pair or be in worse shape than the
firgt pair sent cut, Normally Soviet soldiers reseive their ~wn bochs baock after
repair, No reguiar provision ‘e made for & reverve pair of .09z to te worn by
the soldier while his footwear ie being repaized, In practice, the lsv Ssrpaant
of & coryany keeps fcur or rive pairs of boots in the orderly tent whieh he can
lend soldiers while thelr own hoots are being repaired,

Does the man who repairs shoes at regimental level have the MOS of a shoe repairman?

No, s-He i a member of a rifle sguad or mortar orew, and he 1s seleated for the
a¥de repairman Job bacause of his eivilian beckground in shoe repair work,

Do shoe repairmsn at vattalion or oompany level have skee repairmen 10S rumbers?

No. Again, sg in regiment, the man fs essigned the MOS of a combat erew member,
‘m{t is actually given the uhoe repelr fob as his assignment,

Do ageigomiata such as this oceur ofien in {he Soviet Army, and do the various log~
istieal support positions have i3 Junbers?

Approxinately one~third {repoat one=third) of the Scries AxTy 1s engaged in log-
istical duties, Men performing these logiatical tasks are riflemen, or gun erew
personnel assigned to loglatical duties, but they reiain their eorbat 3uty MOS
mumber, rather than reseiving & new mumber for support tasks

In other words the T/0 of a Soviet Army unit, authovizes a specific number of men for
norral combat duties, but the igsuance of MOS rumbers pertaining to logistical
duties is Xept to0 a minimum?

Yes, many timelm vas short of men for combat duties due to the mumber
placed on loglatIical support Jobse,
»
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* 2o Qa Wasre do troops in Germany obtain uniforms? S : : - : : ' !

A, Soviei troops in Germany wear uniforms made in Germany., The German tailoring in-
fluence is noticed in uniform cut and design. F

254 Q. Do the Soviets strive for precision and exactnezs in uniforn wear, design of
ingignia, placement of insignia?

A, No. The primary emphasis it on combat training and tactios, Very litiie emphagis

is directed.icwvard assuring compliance with uniforn regulations,

26. Q. What field laundry facilities does the Soviet Arny nave?

A There is a field lauzdry setup at divigion, The Soviet soldier snanges his
underclothing every 7 tn 10 days, and these items are washed norrally by the in-
dividuel, az the division lavndry is so 3107, cr the items besome lost, There are
no mobile laundries, Divigion laundries handle such things as sheets, towele,
and foctsloths,

27« Q. Wnat field bath facilities does tne Seviet ATy have?

A, The &-reilroad zar bath train. Trocps also use various improvised bathing facili.
ties,

28, Q. Dces the Scviet Army use identification tagsy

A, lags were once used by the Soviet Army, bui these have been ireplaced Ly a small
plasti: tube which 13 carried in the man's wateh pucket in his trousers., Inside
this *ube iz a pre-printed form whieh eont&ina the bearer's rame, rank, year of
birth, home address, blocd group, and his field APO numser, This form is changed
with each change in ageignment, This conialner 1z approximately one=half inch in
diaméter, and one and one~helf insheg in lergth; 1t is fitted with & sorew cap. It
is called the "Pagsport of death" Yy Soviet aoldiers. q

2% Qe Are the next of kin notilied when e scldisr i3 ¥iiled?

A, Yes, a pre~printed form bearing the name ard address of the deceased 1g signed by
the unit commander and forvasded via noreal mail chantiels to the next of xin. No
dotification 1s zade to the next of kin from higher heaiquarters,

30 Qe Deces the Soviet Army maintaia records regarding the date ¢f desth and place of
burial of each soldlzr k1led:

A, The unit commanding offlger aenca 6 11ist of deceaseq peraornel {c ths oscripel fils;
nhe 2lsc notifies headquarters that a certein numbar were killed le, wlx eergeants,
tw saporals, and 14 privates,) The ascuracy of these files ia questionable, since
the uermans overran the files during World War II,

A master sard file {s maintained by & eentral office in he USSR; this {ile contalns
the name , dnte of deuth, avd lonation (rurher) of the grave in whieh the goldier

iz buried. The next of kin cen obtain furthar Information about the deceased only
by writing “c +his cffise, Whether complste burial {nfermetion is available ip
thig centosl office depends uporn the sltuation surrounding 4he man's death, Indi-
vidual graves are sometimes dug if only one or very few bodles are found, Treca
gravea are ldentifisd with a erude marker, and thereafter mainteingd by efviiians
living in that eves, Howaver, in the case of heavy cesuilties, 1% iz a mogt common
practice to bury all Soviets togetlor 1n 2 mass grave (brotherly grave). If this

1s done, identification of each bodv 1w attempted sometines; frequeatly no attempt
at identification is etterpted under'the“"v:ondittbm. If ldentificaticn is made S
{ie, 1f the identification tags are dollested from each body) s the central file
merely indicatea that "Ivan Doe™ ig buried in "Maga Grave tumber__

3l. Q. Does the Soviet Army have & Graves Registration service?

A, The Soviet Army does not heve a Graves Reglgtration service as sucn, After a battle
Medical Corps persomoel come formard to dispose of &1l gorpses on the rield,

32. Q. What does the Soviet Ammy do with enemy deceaszed?

A, During the early gtages of World War II, enlisted men's bodies were searched for
valuables and for olothing items, and eneny offiser bodies were searched for intell-
igence data - then a1l enemy dead ware buried in mass graves. At first, the identi-
fication tags on ihe enay scldiers were not Temoved, but toward the end of the war
this was dong, and eneny "tags" were forwarded to headquarters, I do not. know the
disposition of the tegs at headquarters level,
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Q. . ¥here do troops in Germany obtain unifeorms?

A Soviet troops in Germany wear uniforms made in Germany., The German tailoring in-
fluence is nuticed in uniform cut and decign, 1

25, Q. Do the Soviets strive for precision and exactness in unifornm wear, design of
insignia, placement of ingignia?

A. No, The primary emphasiz is on combat training and tacties. “ery 1ittle emphasis
is directed.toward asauring compliance with uniform reculationes,

26, Q. What field laundry facilities does the Sovies Army have?

A, There 1s a field laundry setup at division, The Soviet soldier changes his
underelothing every 7 to 10 days, and these items ave washed normally by the in-
dividual, as the division laundry is so slow, or the items become logt. There are
no mobile laundries, DBivisicn laundries handle such things a5 sheets, towels,
and foctsloths,

27, Q. What field bath facilities does the Soviet Army have?

A The 8-railroad car bath train, Trocps alsy use varicas irprovise! bathing faeili-
ties,

28 Q. Does the Scviet Army use identification tags?

A, Tags were once used by the Sovist Army, bat these have been replaced by a small
plastic tube which is ecarrled in the mn's watch pocket in hiz trousers. Inslde
this tube i3 a pre-printed form which coriainz the bearer's name, rank, year of
tirth, home address, blood group, and hig field APD mumber, This form i3 cherged
with each change in aseignment. Thia contairen ig epproximitely one-hslf ineh in
diareter, and one and one-half inches in length; 1t 1s fitted witl a gerew cap, It
is called the "Fasaport of death" by Soviet scldiers,

5., Q, Ace the next of kin notified whenr a goldier i3 killed?

A, Yes, & pre-printed form bearing the rame and address of the deceased is aigned by
the unit compander and frrwarded vis norwal mell channels %o the next of k¥in. No
-tification 15 made %o the next of kin from nlgher heedquarters.

0. Q. Deces the Soviet Army maintain records Tegarding the date of Aestnh and place of
burial of each soldier killed®

A, Iha unlt commanding officer sends & i1et of deceased persommel to the central file;
he algc noiifles beadquartera that a certain rumber wers «illed ie, six gergeants,
twe coporals, and 14 privates,) The agouracy of these files is questionable, since
the uermans overran the files durding World War II,

4 master card file 1s maintained by & gentral office in the USSR; this file contains
the name , date of death, and losation (nuzbes) of the grave in whish the soldier

- is vuried, Th: next of kin can obtain further infortation about the deceaged only
by writing to this office, Whather complete burial information iz available in
this central office depends upon the gituation surrounding the man's death, Indi-
vidual graves are somstimes dug if only one or very few bodies are found, Thege
graves are identifled with a orude marker, and thereafter maintained by elvilianc
living in that ares, uowsver, 1 the cage of hzavy casualties; it is a most sommon
practice to bury all Soviets together in & mass grave (brothe~iy greve), If this
is done, identification of each bodv im attenpted sometimes ; {requently nc attempt
at identification is attempted wder theg wonditietnz. I7 ldantification is made .
(le, 1if the identification tegs are colleated from each body), the central file
merely indicates that "Ivan Doe" ig buried in "Mass Grave mumler o

3. Q. Deces the Soviet Army have a Graves Registration servige?

RIS

A, The Soviet Army does not have a Graves Registration service az such, After a battle
Medical Corps pergomel come forward tc dispose of 8ll corpses un the rield,

32. Q. What dves the Soviet Army do with enemy deceaged?

A During 4he early stegeu of World War II, enlisted men's bodies were searched for :
valuabies and for olothing items, and enemy officer bodies were searched for intell- §
}:T;gence data - then all enemy dead were buried in mass graves, At first, the identi- ;
Jication tuge on the enemy soldiers were not removed, but toward the end of the war i
tiels was done, and cnemy "taga" weve forwarded to beadquartere, I do nct. know the i
disposition of the tags at headquarters level, .
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ﬁ 33. Q. Is any distinction made between Soviet Army officer and enlimted deceasod? : ;
1

CA, Yes, No record is kept of enligted men, other thar the record book carried by
each Soviet enlisted man; an aecurate file is maintained on all officer pursormel. ;
Thus , when an officer is killed, offieial records are malntained, and headquarters i
is notified of the name of the officer, when, where, and how k1llad, and whare -
buried. Hexi of Xin are notified by the higher headquarters.

3. Q. What individual quartermaster items are standard 1ssue to Soviet Army personnel?

A, Itens listed below are issueq te Soviet orficers and men to be held in readiness
in case of alert:

1. Officers

1 spare uniform (tunic and breecnes)
2 pairsg of underwear

1 pair boots

4 pairs foot wraps {(aceording to source, all personnel from generals to privates
wear foot wraps)

10 collar bands (made of linen for winter and oummer)

€loak (overcoat)

1 pair gloves

5 handkerchiefs

2 sheets

2 towels

1 set toilet articles

1 writing sed

1 ahaving kit

1 pen knife

1 mess kit

toot and clothing brush

boct polish {
1 houmewife

necessary training articles

Orders ard medals {

Officers wear the fellowing: uniforu; undervear; overcoat; beots; pietcl in holgter
(16 cariridges); field bag; map ocase,

2. Zolisted men

1 spare uniform (tunic and breeches)
1 pair underwear (consisting of undarshirt and dravers, dravatring type, In
winter, the summer imsue itenm, 1ight welght dark blue cotton drawers, is worn
under winter underwear made of heavier material)
4 collar bands
2 handkerctiefs (bluish sotton)
1 steel helmat
1 ponsho
1 pair foot wrapa
% pt:'%rlwog‘ll) mittens with trigger finger (OD wizh white flermel~lika lining)
al,
1 tooth brush; tooth pasts or powder
i. lh::ing ld.: é;gfety :zl'l.zorg g(x;ulg, tt:xd }0 bledas) )
wr se enve s, Sheeis ol peper, and 1 penail
1 housewife (kcown ae Soofcgliar’a Set No. 3) pers P
1 bar of soap
1 pen kmife
1 larce mesc spoon (carried inside boot)
1 meat can
1 oup, iron enamelled (4 liter; there is one type of enamelled cup which my be
fastened to the canteen; tlis item, however, is very scarce,)
1 canteen (German type, 800 grams, with dark textile ocuver)
1 grenade Packet, 2 cartricge pouches which are attached to the belt,
1 ast of rcds for eleaning weapons
1 gun kit (brueb, patohes, gun of1)
1 haversack (rucksack)

Enlisted men wear thue following: uniform; underwear; oversoat; boots; gas maek.
Tuey carry a oarbins or submachine gun, In winter, troops wear a radded OD jacket
over the summer tunie 3 pedded QD breeches are worn direstly over the winter under-
vw.

35+ Q. Do officers purohase thetr wniforme? How unif
are these items replaced? many Orms are issued and how often

A, A1) officer and enlisted persomnel are 1saued uniforms,

\ . sscm . G
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Do Soviet soldiers carry the M=1939 pack?

The latter item iz a drawsiring type.

What types of uniforms are worn by officera?

L ke,

1, %mp_g.- For parade dreas; officers wear a uniform consisting of a service cap, mun~
dir (a single breazted coat with a standing collar and five buttons); grade and branch
of service are indicated by means of stars and stripes on the shoulderboards; patches
and metallic devices on the collar, and metallic devices on the 3leeve ouffs, and by
piping on the front of ihe coat, B2lue breeches are worn which have branch color pip-
ing on the outer seams, Blue breeches ara gererally worn put OD breeches or trousers
may also be worm.

2, Sexvice ~ Officers wear a roll coliar lapel type double breasted coat, OD or blue
breeches may be worn with the coat,

3. [ield - Officers wear & tunic and breeches for Sleld duty. Cnly officers and ser-
geant velunieers may wear service caps. Other personnel wear garrison caps, fur cars,
or steel helmets, (Sergeant voluntesrs are sergeants who have completed their required
three years service and who voiuntarily remain in the Army, )

In winter, officers may wear a knit OS swester which iz fastened by means of a zipper,
bo enlisted personnel have a special dress unifrrm?

The basic unifcrm for enlizted men iz the tunic (cotton) and breeches, boots, and gar=-
rison cap. Some spsclal or eiite troops way wear a parade dresgs uniform consisting of
8 double breagted ccat with standing collar, piping on sleeve ocuffs and four buttons
in tack, Blue breeches are worn with the coat. In winter, soldiers wear a pair of
cotton underwear, & pair of heavy underwear. cotton tunic, and padded Jacket and bre-
eches, The fur cap with ear flaps is worn in lieu of “he garrison cap.

To what extent are the velenkl wern?

The valerki ares worn only by guards and by peraonnal 3ub jected to prolonged exposure in f
extreme ccld, never by line units, Rubbar cvershnaes are sometimes worn over the valenw
ki,

o
N

Can you identify the follovwing demeribed ghoulderkcards?

1. Dlack background with blue piping (Commnications "S$iznalh)

2. bright red baeckground with black piping (MGB; however the Pipinz should be green
instead of black)

3. magenta with black piping, transverse stripez on the shculder snd (Infantry, or
MGB - In 1951, the MGB adopted the Infantry type aboulderboard)

4e hlack with black plping, transverse stripes on the shoulder end (Teehnioal tr00ps) .

As regards the placement of the transverae stripes and zilars on shoulderboarde and the
exacl size sad chape of shoulderboards s etc, regulations are not strictly enforsed ang,
therefore, consideratle variations ray be zesn,

When Suviet peraonnel aesy overcoals, are shouiderboards alsc worz on the uniform coat
or tunic? .

Yer, Offlgarc are lasued a set of shoulderbosrds for eash uniform. ¥oen ealisted men

wear the padded Jacket, they may remove the shoulderboards fron their tunics and wear
them on the jacket,

Are the stars on the shoulderboards of the Lt Colonels and Colonels placed directly on
the longitudinal stripes or off the stripes?

According to regulation, the stars should be placed on the stripes; however, it is not
unuguel o see stars placed off the stripes, .

Do personnel in the Soviet Army wear shoulderbeards with 0D background colow, le, the
same coler of the uuiform? If 8c, when ave these shoulderboards wornt

ing the last war, Soviet persomnel wore field ahouldertoards with OD baelk
color on their OD fiela uniforms, Dress shoulderboards not having 9D baeckground color
are surrently worn by all peraonnel vn all types of uniforms.

How iz the metallic emblem for combat wngineer units placed on the shoulderboards? Is
the enmblem croszed to rezemble the mltiplication eymbol az in the cege of Artillery,
or is 1t placed to resemble an addition eymbol:with the piek parallel 1o the sides of
the shoulderboard?

25X1
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F A, The exblem for combat engineer troops is worn to rezemble = mltiplication symbol,

45. Qo To whst extent are unit designations displayed on the dress shoulderboards by en~
listed men?

A, During Werld War}they were widely worn; they are seldem seen at the precent time,

25X1

Quartermaster is in receipt of Soviet type boots manufactured in East Germany,
These boots bear the standard Europesan shoe size symbol inside the boot, There is
no marking on the outer soles as indicated in answer to gqueation 16,

Qartermazter has seen the padded winter uniforms in colcrs othe

r than 0D (black
and dark blue) as stated in answer o question 34,

N Source was not completely knowledgable on question 40, It iz not beiieved that

placement of transverse stripes on enlisted men's shoulderboards would be s y
8 manufacturér's deviation from standard specifications, as source intimate

-end -
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